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The westbound CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR curves thru the Rocky Mountains 
outside Denver CO in a photo taken from Amtrak’s 1983 Annual Report, 
just released. For more information on the Annual Report, see the Mixed 


Train of Thoughts section in this issue. 
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LETTERS 


If Mark W. Meyer's plan to improve Am- 
trak service in Wisconsin (RTN 301) looks a 
little familiar to Badger State rail supporters, 
it may be because the Wisconsin Association 
of Railroad Passengers (WisARP) proposed a 
similar plan in 1978. 

Like Meyer's proposal, WisARP’s ‘“’North- 
ern Route’ would run to Neenah from Milwau- 
kee on the Chicago & North WEstern (via West 
Bend, Fond du Lac and Oshkosh) and then 
head west on the Soo Line to Chipewa Falls 
(via Stevens Point and Marshfield). Unlike the 
Meyer proposal, the Northern Route would re- 
turn to the C&NW at Chippewa Falls and run 
to the Twin Cities via Eua Claire and Menomo- 
nie. Under the Northern Route pian, all Am- 
trak servide between Chicago and Milwaukee 
would shift to the North Western thru Racine 
and Kenosha. Green Bay service would also 
run thru the Fox River Valley and be imple- 
mented after the Northern Route. 

Just 27 miles longer than the EMPIRE 
BUILDER’s present route between Milwaukee 
and Minneapolis, the Northern Route would 
serve approximately three times the on-line 
population that exists on the present Milwaukee 
Road route. (The Milwaukee Road route would, 
however, continue to be used by the EMPIRE 
BUILDER. The Northern Route represents. 

a proposed route for a second Chicago-St. Paul 

train.) Citizen support for the plan was enthus- 
iastic—resolutions in favor of the plan were pas- 
sed in many on-line cities and over 13,000 sig- 

natures were generated on pro-Northern Route 

petitions. 

Today, plans for the original Northern 
Route are on hold. Because of the additional 
costs involved in beginning service on a new 
route, 403(b) support would no doubt be 
necessary, a grim prospect to those aware of the 
Wisconsin DOT's consistent anti-passenger train 
bias. 

Still, the Northern Route was a good idea 
six years ago and remains so today, offering 
comfortable and convenient rail passenger ser- 
vice to the residents of Central Wisconsin and 
the Fox Valley as an option in a balanced 
transportation system. As WisARP updates its 
plan for state passenger service, we welcome 
the forward-thinking comments of Mark Meyer 
and others as a recognition of the need for im- 
proved Amtrak service in Wisconsin. 

James Sponholz 
Secretary, WisARP 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Mark W. Meyer makes a good case for a 
second Chicago- Twin Cities train thru Wisconsin. 

He proposes running it over the Milwaukee 
Road, North Western and Soo Line. Why not 
Soo Line all the way? The Soo goes thru Wau- 
kesha, just west of Milwaukee, and could be 
served by a bus connection from Milwaukee, as 
well as from Madison, via 1-94. 

When the Soo was still running the LAKER 
between Chicago, Duluth and the Twin Cities, 
there was a bus connection to and from Milwau- 
kee at Waukesha. Also, the Soo Line runs 
within sight of O’Hare Airport between Schiller 
Park and Des Plaines. A potential for transfer 
of passengers flying in and out of O'Hare. An 
all-Soo Line operation would eliminate any pro- 
blems with track connections at Milwaukee and 
Fond du Lac. | don’t know what problems, if 
any, would be encountered in getting off the 
Soo Line at Schiller Park down to Union Sta- 
tion in Chicago. 

However, if running the train thru Milwau- 
kee is a must, a change to and from the Soo 
Line could be made at Duplainville, just out of 
Milwaukee, where the Soo and Milwaukee Road 
cross. | don’t know what the current situation 
is at Duplainville in the way of track connec- 
tions. However, | just read in another publica- 
tion that if the Soo Line is successful in taking 
over the Milwaukee Road, they will upgrade 
the connection at Duplainville for freight ser- 
vice on and off the Milwaukee. 

We may see a Soo Line operation in the 
future, if the get the O.K. to purchase the 
Milwaukee Road. 

There is probably a good passenger mar- 
ket for a Chicago-Green Bay train. The North- 
western ran a Chicago-Green Bay service up 
until Amtrak in 1971. 

Mr. Meyer said, “It’s nice to dream’, and 
that may be all this ever amounts to. What he 
proposes would no doubt have to be 430(b) 
service. It would involve three states—IL, WI 
and MN. To get the three together to approp- 
riate funding would probably be next to im- 
possible. 

Paul W. Bliss 
Oxnard, California 


Yes, It’s nice to dream, but | must say 
Mark W. Meyer's dreams on restructuring Am- 
trak service thru Wisconsin attack some points 
more realistically than other, similar ““dreams”’ 
I've seen in print. 

The proposed return of the EMPIRE BUIL- 
DER to its pre-Amtrak Chicago-Twin Cities 
route over BN, given a second Chicago-Minne- 
apolis train elsewhere, has merit. This has been 

! an occasional Amtrak detour route, and altho 
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the line has probably quadrupled its freight 
volume since the 1970 BN merger, the de- 
toured BUILDER usually equals or beats its 
present schedule via Milwaukee. Also, the 
Aurora connection to the ZEPHYR makes it a 
more viable alternative than the once-proposed 
reroute of the overnight (at the time) Chicago- 
Milwaukee-Minneapolis NORTH STAR via East 
Dubuque, which was to be an extention of the 
now-defunct Chicago-(East) Dubuque BLACK- 
HAWK north on BN. A plus for this proposal 
was adding train service to little (pop. 6000) 
but vocal Prairie du Chien Wi, which suffers 
from lack of other service (a la Peru, Muncie 
and Marion IN, as mentioned by James Thorn- 
ton in his thoughtful letter on page 4 of the 
same RTN). Troubles for the BLACKHAWK- 
NORTH STAR included lack of direct, facing 
track interchange at La Crosse from MILW to 
BN, and ICG requiring an extra crew between 
Freeport and East Dubuque. (An unremarked 
series of achievements Amtrak has fostered 
onto the freight railroads has been crew run- 
thrus, even from one railroad to another, found 
in many places even before Graham Claytor’s 
era of such progress on the Corridor and AUTO 
TRAIN, such as SAN JOAQUINS, PRAIRIE 
MARKSMAN, CAPITOL LIMITED, HOOSIER 
STATE, and now (we assume?) CAROLINIAN. 
One of the first was, yes, on the same BUILD- 
ER in the Twin Cities, where MILW passenger 
crews went onto BN in eastern St. Paul, thence 
across both cities over BN to the old GN Min- 
neapolis station.) 

Yes, the BUILDER’s present Milwaukee 
Road main, Milwaukee-Minneapolis, is rough, 
but it isn’t slow. And it’s rough only because 
the railroad is bankrupt and looking at a new 
owner, who presumably will fix the track. But 
Meyer is right—between Milwaukee and La 
Crosse, there is hardly anybody home. As he 
Points out, Madison is missed, and for good 
reason—Amtrak couldn't compete with 1-90 to 
Chicago on any route, even if a viable one 
existed (C&NW has a line, but it misses Beloit 
and Rockford and doesn’t go to Chicago Union 
Station); it’s the same situation as Madison- 
Milwaukee, where Amtrak could not compete 


against !-94 and the hourly bus, and hasn't tried. 


Meyer skipped over some track details in 
Milwaukee on the proposed DAIRY STATE. 
Not only would the C&NW-MILW connection 
have to be rebuilt, so would MILW’s secondary 
trackage thru town from Grand Avenue inter- 
locking on the main line north to Wiscona 
Junction. It’s presently 10mph or less, and 
when Amtrak has used it on detours to reach 
C&NW to the west, it has taken well over an 
hour to get from the passenger station to the 
pipe trackage, about seven miles as the crow 
lies. 

It’s good to remember that upstate Wis- 
consin residents do migrate to Milwaukee 
(usually no further). And while present gov- 
ernmental thinking in Wisconsin would never 
consent to any 403(b) service, even if that 
attitude would turn 180 degrees tomorrow, 
any new trains would have to wait until the 
new ownership of the Milwaukee Road is set- 
tled and effected. If Soo Line gets MILW, 
anything might be possible, since Soo—histori- 
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cally opposed to passenger trains—will inherit 
Amtrak via the present BUILDER route. If 
North Western gets Milwaukee, any reroute 
would have to forget the Soo Line because 
that opposition would remain entrenched. 

And even if C&NW would be receptive, it lacks 
a population-oriented route across the state. 
The best you could do would be to pick up 
Beaver Dam and Eau Claire, but given Amtrak’s 
present position of not adding route-miles to 
the map, it’s a trade-off for La Crosse and 
Winona at best. And besides, C&NW will want 
to abandon much of that if it buys Milwaukee 
Road. 

One final point: any Milwaukee-Green Bay 
train is strictly a dream. Granted, C&NW has 
fairly good track and serves two good towns 
(Sheboygan and Manitowoc) on its shore route, 
but again, the access to C&NW in Milwaukee 
takes too long and the connection track would 
have to be put back in place (C&NW put it in 
in the 1960’s when it moved to the new Mil- 
waukee station, then took it out after Amtrak’s 
inception when the route was dropped). Even 
if C&NW would welcome a Green Bay train 
with open arms, Amtrak timing couldn’t com- 
pete with parallel 1-43. 

J. David Ingles 
Managing Editor, Trains 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Two remarks by Ted Scull in RTN 301 
cannot be let by without comment. His attrib- 
ution of the failure of the New England Metro- 
liners to Metro North interference with time- 
keeping only parrots Amtrak propaganda. The 
Metroliners failed because they were unrespon- 
sive to the needs of that market. Twice-a-day 
four-hour $45 trains can’t compete for end- 
Point business travelers with hourly $29 one- 
hour jets. Declining busload traffic for over a 
year despite huge advertising support and 
costly frills implicates much more than time- 
keeping. Rail’s business market is much more 
in the intermediate and beyond city pairs that 
do not enjoy low-cost air service. The New 
England Metros would have made a lot more 
sense had they run thru New York to Philadel- 
phia or Wilmington, and stopped at the “‘bed- 
room” stations of Stamford, Rye and Metro- 
park. Every limited stop, endpoint express 
train attempted in the last 15 years has failed 
for these reasons. It’s no coincidence that the 
San Diego Metroliners are carrying only 45 per 
trip. A recent official governmental survey of 
SAN DIEGAN ridership confirms this flaw. 

Second, Mr. Scull derides those who have 
criticized not the NEC but Amtrak's wasteful 
mismanagement of its resources and services 
there. Most of the new service improvements 
are long overdue and will help increase RPM's 
and equipment utilization. But... is it better to 
run a sleeper 221 miles a day than 1,014? Is 
the Inland Route to/from Boston adequately 
served with a single frequency? How much 
scarce equipment is tied up in New York-Phila- 
delphia commuter service? How much market 
opportunity is wasted when so many corridor 
trains terminate and turn back at New York? 
Why do so few trains run beyond Washington 


to Richmond and Charlottesville? Why do so 
many NEC improvements come at the expense 
of other regions and markets? 
Andrew C. Selden 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Amtrak L.A.-San Diego morning train 572 
arrives about 2% hours too late (11am) to be 
used for my weekly visit to a subcontzactor’s 
plant in that city. So | am forced to drive. 
On Sep 23 | stopped at the Amtrak Oceanside 
station to buy a ticket from Oakland to Los 
Angeles Airport on the SAN JOAQUIN no. 708 
with the new connecting bus that serves West 
L.A. and Long Beach. The agent didn’t know 
anything about this new service even tho it had 
started on Sep 4. They had no literature or 
other info. After a lengthy delay, the supervisor 
found this routing on the computer—it is “XLA” 
instead of “LAX”, and printed a correct ticket. 
This reflects poor training and poor company 
communications by Amtrak. 


| flew up to S.F. on the Gam Saturday Air- 
cal for a full day of cable car, streetcar/LRV 
and BART riding. The following day (Sunday) 
| returned on no. 708 for a pleasant trip around 
the Delta and down the valley. The bus connec- 
tion brought us to L.A. Airport parking lot C 
right on time. My car was waiting in the lot. 
This lot also haz the new RTD bus terminal. | 
hope this new westside connection succeeds 
even tho there seems to be little to promote it 
other than being on Amtrak’s fall schedule. | 
think Amtrak and Caltrans need to do much 
more local advertising to promote this type of 
connection as well as other local bus lines that 
connect West L.A./beach areas with Union Sta- 
tion downtown. This is a vast untapped mar- 
ket in which Amtrak is very cost-competitive— 
ie, L.A.-S.F, L.A.-S.D when compared to 
PSA or Aircal. — 

Robert P. Lawrence 
Redondo Beach, California 
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A Trend inthe 


Right Direction 


BY BILL BRAEM 


I have just completed about 12,000 
miles on eight different Amtrak trains, 
and find everything improving every year. 
All personnel I encountered could be rat- 
ed very good or better, the cars were 
clean even in most corners; nothing fell 
off, popped open or rattled badly enough 
to be disturbing. One Superliner bed 
broke and the heating and cooling con- 
trols were overridden by the master 
switches in every case. 

The first class wine baskets are a good 
idea, but the wine is not. The cheap : 
French type tasted like watered dry ver- — 
mouth, whereas the California wines 
served elsewhere were fine. Amtrak 
should buy American. Since a wine bas- 
ket is presented to each first class passen- 
ger every time one embarks, the ubiqui- 
tous sameness calls for a change. I think 
a choice of Chablis, Vin Rose and a 
sparkling grape juice with different cheese 
selections would be welcome to long- 
haul tourists. 

Altho the menus feature the same 
food groups thruout the system, the 
chefs are now permitted some leeway in 
preparation. Hence, fish may differ in 
variety and sauces, bakee chicken may 
have a different touch, and the potato 
skins may vary in stuffing. Other than 
these items, tho, the menus are the 
same. I strongly feel that the chefs 
should be given even greater opportunities 
for individualizing their food, perhaps 
with on-board baked goods, a specialty 


neni 


of the house for each chef, and a soup de 
jour. Meals are usually served by a reser- 
vation system run by the Train Chiefs who 
have little souvenir menus to give out. 
This is a plus. The Train Chiefs are also 

a plus, One doesn’t find attendants soci- 
alizing in the lower lounges anymore. 
When personnel leave their stations or the 
food services are temporarily closed, an 
announcement is made, 
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The first class cars were full, and in 


the case of the CRESCENT, the one 
sleeper out of L.A./New Orleans wasn’t 
enough. Passengers were waiting in coa- 
ches for others to vacate rooms. It ap- 
pears that the Amtrak public outside the 
Northeast Corridor wants more and better 
first class service. 
the time and money to travel graciously; 
for the most part. Amtrak seems to be 
bringing back some class to First Class. 
The trend seems to be in the right di-ec- 
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Long haul travelers have 


An Amtrak memorandum designed to preface the Regular Consist Book lists a 
few changes to East Coast operations not previously mentioned in this column: 
The PALMETTO will switch to Amfleet II cars and the CARDINAL to Heritage. 
The new CAROLINIAN will run with two 60-seat Amfleet coaches and an Amcafe. 
The VIRGINIAN will carry four Amcoaches and an Amdinette. The daily AUTO 
oe operates os only a dome in each set, and this will be replaced with 
Ome lounges as they arrive from Beech Grove. The weekday BEAR MOUNTAIN 
oe ne HUDSON caer sig rb the first trains of the day from Grand Central 
n any respectively, now operate with Amfleet instead of Turb i 
therefore, have lost their Custom Class service. i acl 
In RTN 301, No. 55, listed as running on Sunday, should have read Saturday. 
kkk 
The SLEEPY HOLLOW, train 71, derailed on Oct 26 just north of Croton-Har- 
mon, sending the locomotive and two of the four coaches off the tracks, apparently 
because the FL-9 lost a piece of its snowplow. There were no injuries. 


kkk 
_ Amtrak now charges $10 for handling bicycles, up from $3 for buying the con- 
tainer. According to an RTN reader who recently made an extensive train/bike trip 
across the country, riders may consign their bicycles, for NE Corridor points, to Am- 
trak’s Southern trains, and to the CARDINAL on the days it oeprates thru to and 
from Chicago. The riders, themselves, will have to travel Corridor trains unless they 
buy a ticket to Alexandria. wae 
People Express lowered its fares from Newark to Boston to $19 off-peak and 
$29 peak (vs $29 and $46) and to $19 and $29 to BWI-Baltimore and Washington- 
Dulles (vs $29 and $45). The reason, according to RTN reader and airline employee 
David Shields, is lagging business on these three routes. However, People Express’s 
recently-published quarterly earnings were very good, indicating healthy traffic on 
most of its other routes. kak 
In New York, the West Side Rail Line Development Foundation’s president Peter 
Obletz signed an agreement with Conrail Oct 2 to buy the 1.4-mile elevated freight 
line, running from West 34th Street to Bank Street, for $10. On the same day, New 
York State DOT filed another appeal, their third, which according to the Founda- 
tion’s newsletter is designed to “stall the ICC procedure and drain Foundation resour- 
ces with legal challenges, thereby preventing the Foundation from closing [on the 
deal]. New York State would like to see the abandoned line demolished, as it 
interferes with a planned approach to the proposed Westway highway in the area of 
the new Convention Center now under construction. The Foundation has established 
an agreement with the Genesee and Wyoming Railroad, an 85-year old private state 
short line, to operate freight service. Some time later, the Foundation would consider 
running excursion trains, possibly commuter service as well as make the viaduct avail- 
able for recreational purposes. The West Side freight line ties in with the West Side 
connector that Amtrak expects to rebuild from the Hudson Line at Spuyten Duyvil 
across the Harlem River and into Penn Station. For more information, the Founda- 
tion a is 502 West 27th Street, New York NY 10001; phone (212) 736-0300. 
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Metro-North plans to increase its 600-car fleet that it inherited in 1983 io 731 
by the beginning of 1988 to meet rising patronage. By then, it expects the fleet to 
be 95% electric, up from 80% in Jan 1983. Electric M-3 cars replaced the last three 
locomotive-hauled rush hour trains on the Harlem Line at the timetable change Oct 
28. Some riders reported that they considered the old, former long-haul coaches 
more comfortable, but they also welcomed more reliable and faster service. 

There are no standees, during normal operations, on the Harlem and Hudson 
Lines, and conversions are underway on 10 New York State-owned cafe cars to 
provide more seating on the New Haven Line. The State of Connecticut will not 
alter its cafe cars, because the standee problems occur within New York State at 
the close-in stations. 

Metro-North has completed design specifications for a new order of between 54 
and 75 M-4 cars, for delivery by the end of 1987, that will be based on the triplet 
concept with an interchangeable middle car. The so-called D car will be a self-pro- 
pelled middle car that fits between two M-4 cars or a married pair of M-3 cars, 
allowing for trains of odd as well as even numbers of cars for maximum flexibility. 

The railroad’s current fleet of 90 30- and 40-year-old standard coaches will be 
reduced to 39 by the end of 1987 as new Canadian-built Bombardier Comet III 
coaches arrive. FL-9’s will be equipped with head-end power to make them compati- 
ble. The current fleet of 39 FL-9’s will be reduced to 10 once all the M-3’s are 
delivered, to run then only on three 2-unit sets on the Upper Hudson Line and two 
2-unit sets on the Danbury Branch. Sede 


The Pan Am Building, sold by the ailing airline a couple of years ago, has taken 
out full-page ads that tout the convenience of Grand Central’s transportation facili- 
ties. Below the picture of a business man with his jacket off walking past a rain- 
soaked M-3 commuter car filled with other men all carrying umbrellas, the gold type 
reads “Let Grand Central be your umbrella.” ‘Grand Central, by the way, has finally 
replaced its disgraceful men’s room with a decent new facility off the west end of 
the still-grubby waiting room. — tokek 

On Oct 25 an ancient 48-inch water main ruptured at 72nd and Madison, a few 
blocks from my apartment, flooding the Metro-North tracks under Park Avenue at 
the start of the morning rush hour. On my way to work, I passed the spot to view 
the huge, gaping hole in the intersection, broken pavement and mud and scores of 
hard-hatted and uniformed men from the police, fire and sanitation departments, 
Con Edison and the MTA. Train service was terminated at 125th Street until 8am, 
with passengers encouraged to switch to subways at connecting stations. Delays 
lasted thru the morning. 

Heavy rain early Monday morning, Nov 5, a cracked viaduct support on the Jer- 
sey Turnpike, and lane reductions in the Lincoln Tunnel resulted in one of the most 
chaotic rush hours ever for mass transit riders and motorists. The George Washington 
Bridge crossing reported delays of up to two hours at the toil booths. 

The MTA and the largest union agreed to reorganize the way the 1400 car inspec- 
tors, now grouped into teams of six, choose their jobs, in order to improve productiv- 
ity. When the first job is completed, they may be assigned to other tasks. Each team 
will be responsible for two cars instead of having many different people doing work 
on any one car. The MTA has reduced its demand to have all 5000 supervisors taken 
out of the union to 1000 thru attrition. The union will agree to let go only 350. 

Deputy Mayor Kenneth Lipper, with approval from Mayor Koch, demanded that 
the MTA management begin to set definite service improvement goals rather than 
seek change thru daily confrontations with the unions and complex legislative chan- 
ges that may never happen. Two improvements that could be implemented immedi- 
ately were on-time payment to suppliers and sufficient inventories of spare parts. 

MTA Chairman Robert Kiley would like approval for a magnetic card system 
that would be phased into the system over the next four years, beginning with tran- 
sit employees and students who travel free. Later, monthly, weekend and late-night 
passes could be issued. The sum of $159 million has been allocated for the program. 
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Part of the initial $40.8 million would be to install latches on the “slam gates” to 
foil fare beaters, Recently, during the afternoon rush hour at Grand Central, I saw 
person after person simply walk thru an open gate without paying. There was no 
transit patrolman on duty at the time that I could see, and the token sellers were 
too busy making change. 

On Nov 1, Suzanne Daley, MTA reporter for the NY Times, wrote a major 
split page article about the various options to connect the new 63rd Street subway 
tunnel with other subway lines in Queens and with the Long Island Rail Road. The 
alternatives are so complex and the accompanying map so simplified that I cannot 
see how anyone, myself included, could figure out the best solution for using the new 
line to help alleviate severe overcrowding on the IND E & F lines. After I get some 
professional help, 1 may try to explain the options in this column. Help! 


xk 
The Federal Government’s UMTA has awarded NJ Transit $18 million to extend 
electrification on the North Jersey Coast Line from the present terminus at Matawan. 
UMTA wants the project to extend only to Red Bank, while NJT is hoping to reach 
Long Branch, but it is questionable if the grant is sufficient for the iatter. Other rail 
projects included $9 million for renovations and safety improvements to Newark Penn - 
Station and $16 million for track and bridge reconstruction. 


In Philadelphia, the Route 23 Germafitown trolley ran off the tracks three times 
at the same spot within two weeks, careening into parked cars and killing the driver 
of one car. The reasons given were that parallel tracks were improperly set %-inch 
too close together, and a safety rail not properly installed. The line reverted to buses. 

kkk 

The American Zephyr, a private operator of two former Amtrak railroad cars, 
has announced a program of special scheduled trips and charter options. The two 
remodelled Art Deco-style cars are 8015, a diner built by Budd in 1947 for the 
Seaboard Air Line Railroad, and 3331, a tavern observation lounge built by Budd 
in 1940 for the Atlantic Coast Line. Weekend trips to New York from Washington, 
New Carrollton and Baltimore are scheduled for Nov 30-Dec 2, Dec 7-9, and 14-16. 
The $279 fare includes roundtrip transportation, cocktails in the lounge car, and a 
5-course dinner with wine in the 48-seat diner by Dominique’s French Restaurant. 
American Zephyr will also arrange hotel accommodations and limousine transfers. 
There are also one-day shopping trips to New York and holiday-season packages to 
Williamsburg. Several trips have waiting lists only. American Zephyr was featured 
in a Washington Post business section story Sep 24. Readers may obtain info from 
772 Tiffany Drive, Gaithersburg MD 20878. 

kak 

I recently made a round trip NY-Baltimore using Metroliner Service trains. Go- 
ing, the 9am train on Saturday, Oct 27 was sold out because of fog at NY airports, 
and the train arrived right on the button. The man next to me, traveling with his 
cello, said he always takes the train because the airlines require him to buy an extra 
seat for his instrument. Returning on Sunday from Baltimore Penn Station at 5:32 
pm, the train was about half-full and made it into New York Penn Station just under 
the five-minute rule. The personnel were all pleasant. My only criticism is that the 
ride is still not smooth enough, and I guess it probably never will be. 


a 
WHY AMTRAK WANTS THE BULLET TRAIN ‘ 


{The following is the text of a Sep 4 letter from Amtrak President Graham Claytor 
in response to a letter from critic Mike Gotch, Deputy Mayor of San Diego:) 

You asked me to explain Amtrak’s reasons for entering into this agreement [with 
American High Speed Rail Corporation]. Briefly, there are three reasons. First, Am- 
trak has long recognized the Los Angeles-San Diego corridor as one of the two most 
heavily travelled markets we serve. We have attempted in various ways over the years 
to improve our service to this market, and will continue to do so. In our judgment 
the success of the AHSRC venture would provide that market with a level of passen- 
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. interested in your reasons for that opposition. I believe that Amtrak, Southern Cal- 


ger rail service superior to any other available in the country. To the extent that 
AHSRC would not provide intermediate or local service, Amtrak would expect to 
continue to provide such service as market conditions make appropriate. 

Second, because of the high capital costs associated with ultra high-speed rail 
service, we have concluded that the only feasible way of pursuing such a venture 
here or elsewhere is through an independent private company with access to private 
capital markets. AHSRC was formed by private investors to serve this purpose. As 
you know, Amtrak loaned AHSRC $730,000 “seen money” several years ago for 
this project, all of which has since teen repaid in full, with interest. AHSRC has 
since spent considerable amounts beyond that sum in laying the groundwork for 
this project, none of which has come from federal or other public funds. In my 
opinion the work AHSRC has done in pulling together engineering studies, financing 
options, right-of-way arrangements, marketing studies, and environmental reviews . 
has been truly impressive. AHSRC is now in a position where it can subject this 
project to a full and fair test in the private capital market. 

Third, Amtrak has made it clear that it will be prepared to extend a license 
agreement to any privately financed high speed rail project proposed to be construct- 
ed along Amtrak’s routes whenever the project is sufficiently advanced to warrant 
our involvement. That point was reached sometime ago by AHSRC, and we accord- 
ingly entered into a license agreement with them. This agreement provides sufficient 
return to Amtrak to compensate us for yielding much of our Los Angeles-San Diego 
market to the proposed AHSRC operation. In this way we protect the investment 
we have made in building that rail market to its current size and protect our stake in 
the future market growth that we believe will come with ultra high-speed operation. 

In sum, Amtrak encourages the significant advance in rail passenger transportation 
that this or other similar projects would provide. Our licensing agreement with AHS 
RC and any similar agreements we execute with others are designed to protect from 
the risk the public resources for which we are responsible. 

I am sorry to learn of your opposition to the AHSRC operation and would be 


ifornia, and the nation as a whole will gain greatly if this project is successful. If it 
should fail neither Amtrak nor your communities will be worse off than if the attempt 
had never been made. Naturally, if the project should fail, Amtrak will continue to 
do what it can with its own limited budget resources to improve rail passenger service 
in Southern California, but in my judgment nothing we could do with our resources 
would remotely approach the level of service Southern California will receive if 
AHSRC should succeed. 


I | 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


“Trains have romance about them but buses do not. Even a dirty train has 
charm a new bus does not.” 
—Columnist Peter Anderson in Boston Globe, Sep 23. 
“Taxis are the unsung heroes of mass transportation.” | 
—Bumper sticker seen on a taxicab in Berkeley CA. 
(What they miss in praise they make up for in income.) 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“In September LIRR and Amtrak—the owner of Penn Station—issued and sub- 
sequently approved a memorandum of understanding that will bring about changes 
in the current operation of the terminal that is used by 210,000 LIRR passengers 
on the average weekday. . 

“The changes include joint funding for the development of a modern centralized 
train control facility which will convert the current older operation into a state-of- 
the car remote control function; joint sharing of the dispatching operations for all 
trains moving through Penn Station; conveying to the LIRR ail areas used for pas- 
senger access giving control over the use of such space for 99 years, for a lump sum 

page 9 


of $45 billion; and agreement on the part of Amtrak to commit that money toa 
fund dedicated to pay its share of the centralized train control system costs. 

“The agreement is a step forward that will lead to better service for LIRR pas- 
sengers who use Penn Station.” 
—From a Long Island Rail Road press release of Oct 23: 
(And will lead to bankruptcy for Amtrak.) 


RAIL CANADA 


CANADIAN TRANSPORT COMMISSION has issued its report on VIA Rail time- 
keeping problems. In a Nov 1 release, the CTC said the problems are due to old and 
unreliable equipment and to unsatisfactory operating agreements with the two large 
railways. The CTC said that improved equipment and operating agreements would 
eliminate most of the arrival and departure delays. The inquiry was ordered by the 
Railway Transport Committee after it received numerous passenger complaints about 
VIA’s performance during the 1983 Christmas season. The report recommends that 
VIA replace its fleet of locomotives and cars with new equipment—with “high-power- 
ed locomotives” and cars with electrical head-end power. The report predicted that 
there would also be “significant financial savings” from new equipment. The report 
said that large incentives and penalties should be negotiated between VIA and the 
two railways—a 30% incentive or penalty on the contracted price for services was 
suggested. The elimination of non-liability sections of the existing agreements was 
also proposed. The report also recommends that the RTC allocate increased resources 
to its passenger train monitoring functions. It also says that if suitable progress has 
not been made in meeting the recommendations, the RTC should consider invoking 
section 262 of the Railway Act, which gives it sweeping powers to order the railways 
to do so. The :ailways should be asked to submit progress reprots to the RTC every 
three months. The report also calls for greater public disclosure of information on 


VIA operations so that there will be a better basis for judging and improving the 
railway’s performance. The RTC is accepting comments up to Dec 1 from any 
interested party. 


This nice 
Windsor-Que- 
bec LRC 
Photo is from 
the cover of 
the Oct 28 
VIA system 
timetable. 
Expiration 
date of the 
timetable is 
not given. 


__ THE CTC REPORT received a good deal of attention in the media. The Ottawa 
Citizen (Nov 2) ran an article which stated that “The CTC report documents incident 
after incident of questionable management by VIA and error after error being made 
by CN and CP Rail... For example, the investigators found railway service crews pum- 
ped water in VIA locomotive diesel tanks at least 10 times for a repair cost of more 
than $100,000, yet no disciplinary action was taken and no changes in procedures 
were initiated.” The same paper ran a cartoon showing a derailed VIA train on a 
snowy night, with the text “Book now for VIA’s Christmas Special! Don’t miss 
your chance to be stranded in the enchanting wilderness of northern Ontario... Thrill 
to the old world ambience of steam heating...and if gambling is your style, you'll just 
love our zany scheduling...” The Montreal Gazctte (Nov 3) also ran a large political 
cartoon of VIA, showing a worker carrying off the letter “I? from the VIA name to 
the Soe shop (“reparation/shop”). The same paper, in a Nov 5 editorial, called the 
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CTC report “devastating.” It said that the need to buy new equipment “may 3F Se 
a welcome suggestion in a new federal zovernment that wants to cut spending. 4.1 
the decision must be faced soon.” 

THE CONSUMER GROUP, Transport 2000, which requested the CTC stuuy in 
the first place, reported that the CTC study “makes it clear that the system is head- 
ing for collapse unless VIA’s management, costing procedures and equipment defici- 
encies are urgently reformed.” Transport 2000 advised several options to “bring VIA 
into the modern age”: (1) a severely conservative restructuring of VIA Rail’s manage- 
ment to improve its own cost-effectiveness and decision-making ability; (2) urgent ac- 
quisition of new locomotives and passenger cars; (3) a readjusted relationship with the 
operating railways in order that performance, service and cost-effectiveness are sharpiy 
improved; and (4) placing VIA Rail’s actual operation of the trains under another 
agency, such as CN, with a directive for much better performance on the basis of 
direct costs that get rid of current duplicated costs and overheads. (Shortly before 
the publication of the CTC report, the Transport 2000 board of directors passed a 
resolution that a policy definition be adopted that Transport 2000 Canada will work 
for the transfer of VIA Rail operations to Canadian National management.) 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


THE LONG BEACH light rail line may be more elaborate and more expensive 
than originally planned. According to a Nov 11 L.A. Times article, there is now talk 
of a subway for at least .8 mile from the proposed Metro Rail station at 7th and 
Flower Streets in L.A., running to 11th or 12th Street. The subway option seems 
to be the only viable one from a set which include street-level and elevated, in an 
area in which residents and business groups have raised objections to the latter two. 
What brought this question into the open at this time was the mention of a possible 
“billion-dollar project” by the Mayor of Long Beach. But the transportation com- 
mission discounted that figure. The commission is commited to spending $400 mil- 
lion at this time. ; 

A BART EXTENSION from Fremont to the Santa Clara County line, where it 
would connect with light rail from San Jose, seems to have the top priority among 
planners for resolving the traffic problems of the Fremont-San Jose corridor. The 
Fremont-South Bay Corridor Study Board on Oct 24 narrowed 20 options down to 
eight, most of them being various BART extensions. The next alternative is a light 
rail line south from the Fremont BART station. Construction of a new freeway has 
been ruled out. 

NEW YORK TIMES in a Nov 10 editorial praised the efforts of the MTA and 
Mayor Koch, as well as the union, to make the work of car inspectors more satis- 
factory, by fixing managerial responsibility. The paper noted that for years the 
workers have not been “properly deployed, motivated or supervised.” 

HOVERCRAFT FERRY SERVICE for the San Francisco Bay Area won’t work, 
argues Harre Demoro in the San Francisco Chronicle’s op-ed page (Nov 10) because 
the “‘efficient and relaible” railroad systems to bring commuters to the ferry docks 
no longer exist, and because the new boats do not have the: spacious ambience of 
the well-liked older ferries. A Hovercraft is now being tested on the bay. 

LAST DIESEL RUN on the Upper Harlem Line of Metro-North, which took 
place Nov 2, merited a photo and article in the Nov 3 New York Times. The photo 
showed Metro-North’s Ray Willard and Rick Gladulich placing a poster on the train 
after it reached Grand Central Terminal. Self-propelled electric cars replace the 
diesel-hauled trains. 

NEW TRANSIT OPENINGS: Buffalo NY opened its first light rail line section 
on Oct 9—one mile of line downtown. Miami on Dec 17 opens five miles more of 


its system, with the remaining five miles to be opened next spring. < 
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RAIL NEWS IN PICTURES 


(Page 12, top:) The inaugural run of the new Richmond-NY VIRGINIAN, train 86,.on 
Oct 28, at the Richmond Amtrak station. Shortly before its 7am departure, Old Dominion 
Chapter NRHS members hold a banner in front of the locomotive. The Chapter sponsored 
an excursion aboard this inaugural run to Washington DC for a day of riding the Metro sub- 
way, visiting museums, etc. The consist of the train was locomotive 279, Amfieet | coaches 
21052, 21070, 21107 and 21157, and Amdinette 20242. Photo by Alex Mayes. 

(Page 12, bottom:) Inaugural run of the CAROLINIAN, train 889, leaving the Richmond 
VA Amtrak station shortly after being split off from the PALMETTO on Oct 28, en route 
to Raleigh NC. Photo by Alex Mayes. 

(Below:) Union Pacific's steam locomotive 3985 was captured in this shot by Berkeley 
rail photographer Carter Roberts at Perkins WY on Oct 20. Nearly invisible thru the steam 
and smoke are an array of yellow UP cars, including at least one dome. 
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Aboard the New CAROLINIAN 


BY KENNETH A. MAYLATH 


It wasn’t so much whether it would 
start, but when. In the weeks before the 
fall timetable change, there were indica- 
tions that plans were moving ahead for 
the nation’s newest 403(b) service—the 
CAROLINIAN. There were problems 
over the final arrangements with Norfolk 
Southern. Schedules were printed with- 
out train 889 listed, only an indication 
that the service would begin later. But 
the final hurdles were cleared, the tradi- 
tional press run held, and the CAROLIN- 
1AN entered the Amtrak system on the 
final weekend of October. 

There are a couple of interesting 
angles to this new service. For one thing, 
it is North Carolina’s initial venture into 
the land of 403(b). And rather than tra- 
veling up the old Southern main, the train 
branches off at Greensboro on a former 
Southern secondary line to Raleigh before 
turning north on the former Seaboard 
line to Richmond, where it joins forces 
with the PALMETTO. 

My method of trying no. 889 was to 
take the CRESCENT from Baltimore to 
High Point NC, stay overnight, and return 
north on the CAROLINIAN on a Saturday 
High Point offers accommodations within 
walking distance of the station and long 
enough (9 hours) to get a reasonable 
night's sleep between trains. 

The southbound trip of the CRES- 
CENT, train 19, started off on the down 
side. The train left Baltimore 20mins late. 
It came to a stop for an unexplained rea- 
son for about 20mins between Bowie and 

New Carrollton. No explanation was of- 
fered, altho the PA system was readily 
available. It was apparently some kind of 
engine or equipment problem. In any 
event, we left Washington 35mins down— 
with a good Friday-evening load of passen- 
gers. Fortunately, things improved as we 
headed down the traditional route of the 
CRESCENT. We began to gain back the 
lost time. And there were no delays or. 
operational problems. We rolled into 
High Point less than 5mins down. And - 
lest anyone think about schedule-padding, 
| checked a mid-50’s schedule and found 
no difference at all in the overall Washing- 
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ton-High Point running time. And with a 
number of trains on the line, the old sche- 
dule skipped a couple of stops that are on 
the schedule today. 

But, enough of train 19. My primary 
purpose was to check out no. 889. | 
might mention that this is the third time 
this year that I’ve. ridden a new 403(b) 
train during its earliest days of operation. 
That includes a roundtrip on the GULF 
COAST LIMITED during the first week 
of the World’s Fair. And a trip between 
Chicago and Grand Rapids within a couple 
of weeks after the early-August debut of 
the PERE MARQUETTE. In both cases, 
| was surprised at the number of people 
riding. My impressions were borne out 
when the ridership statistics were released. 

The CAROLINIAN rolled into High 
Point a few minutes behind the scheduled 
9:45am departure on this Nov 3. The 
consist was three Amfleet || coaches and 
an Amcafe. Altho only a coupld of other 
people boarded at High Point, there was 
a good-sized crowd aboard, The passen- 
gers appeared to be a mixture of the 
curious and people riding for a reason. 
Some were obviously rail supporters, in- 
cluding members of the Carolina Associ- 
ation of Passenger Train Advocates, which 
has been backing the train and is helping 
to promote it. 

More passengers and the curious were 
on hand as we stopped at Greensboro, 
Burlington and Durham. The iast two 
places are the ones on the Greensboro- 

Raleigh line—the communities without 
service before the advent of no. 889. A 
shelter at Durham is still under construc- 
tion. The secondary line is in good condi- 
tion. 

The train moved along at a good pace 
most of the time, altho there are some 
restrictions thru the cities and towns. We 
arrived in Raleigh just about on time, at 
12:32, following one minor delay. There, 
an interesting thing happened. The train 
virtually emptied. Some passengers were 
headed to a college football game just 
outside of town. For others, it was the 
end of a joy ride. Only a handful board- 
ed to continue north. The SILVER STAR 
is scheduled less than three hours earlier. 


And there’s the lack of advance promo- 
tion due to the eleventh-hour decision to 
start the service on the time change. 
Things went smoothly after our de- 
parture from Raleigh. Cloudy skies 


cleared as we headed north to Richmond. 
We arrived there a few minutes early. The 


PALMETTO was right behind. No prob- 
lem in linking up the two sections with 
time to spare, forming a 9-car train using 
both engines. Things went well on the 
RF&P, with an early arrival in Washing- 
ton. During the engine change, | noted 
an on-time arrival and departure of train 


19, in contrast to my experience of 24 
hours earlier. 

, Summing up, | found good patronage 
in North Carolina—but much seemed to 
be weekend or curiosity-oriented, Steady 
ridership seven days a week is needed, 
including the section north of Raleigh. It 
doesn’t help not to be in the timetable. 
Some promotion has been underway. 
Copies of a Charlotte newspaper seen on 
the train included an Amtrak ad giving 
the schedule of 889, It’s an interesting 
experiment over an interesting route. Will 
it be viable? Time will tell. 


THE CAROLINIAN MISSED appearing in Amtrak’s Oct 28 system timetable 


because of uncertainty that preparations for startup of -the i 

pleted in time. Amtrak issued later a small ainplementan enolate bas hg 
train, The card is identified as NRPC Form A—Supplement—10-28:84. The PALM 
ETTO and CAROLINIAN are listed on the card. (The CAROLINIAN is named bar 
no schedule given, on page 36 of the system timetable.) Our coverage of the new 


CAROLINIAN is scattered thru this issue, See pa 
lath. See page 12 for a photo of the inaugural tr 


ge 14 for a trip report by Ken May- 
ain. And here we give the consists 


of the first runs, provided by Robert F. Mays: Trai 

Ms . . Mays: Train 890 at Greensboro NC had en- 
272 and cars 25054, 21867, 20032, 25074, and 25075. Train 389 at the cs 
ocation had engine 276 and cars 25069, 25065, 20043, and 21852. Date was Oct 28.. 
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AMTRAK S ANNUAL REPORT for 1983 has 
lication is printed in an economical black and white— 


years. 
heading “Amtrak Is America’s Railroad.” 


just appeared. This time the pub- 
not the fancy color of previous 


The cover shows a head-on photo of Amtrak locomotive 341, under the large 


The report is, of cou f 
1983, which ended Sep 30, 1983—over a year ine. As t Reeehe conve 


he table of statistics in the 


report shows, ridership was even with 1982, at 19.0 million. Ridership had been 


dropping since 1979, when the biggest cutback to the s 


stem was made, under the 


Carter administration. We now, however, have ridership figures for FY 1984 as 


well, and they for the first time since the Carter days, 


to 19.9 million (19,943,075 to 


show an increase in patronage, 


be exact). That represents a 4.8% increase over BY 


1983. (All categories were up—NE Corridor 2.9%, sh i 
28 } 97, short distance 5.8%, and | dis- 
tance 7.8%.) That’s a very good showing for Amtrak; but getting back to tile 1983 


report, the figures were favorable there too, given 


the state of the economy then. 


Amtrak managed to increase revenue i i i 
D passenger miles by 1.8% in 1983, despite hard 
times. Transportation revenues grew by 8.1%, and an impressive 79.7% irae 


avoidable costs were covered by operating revenues. Durin 
all transportation modes dropped nearly 4% 
one day). On-time performance reached a r 


report includes a list of Amtrak’ 


g that time, total trips on 


(intercity tripsof over 100 miles or over 
record high of 81.5% in 1983. The 198° 
$ routes, with train names, and for long distance 
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trains a brief description of the route. For example, the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR is 
described this way: “Via the heart of the Rockies and the legendary routes of the 
Forty-Niners and the nation’s first transcontinental railroad. Carries through Seattle 
and Los Angeles cars between Chicago and Salt Lake City”... 

kkk 


THE SILVER PALM might be saved yet. Once more bureaucracy stands in the 
way of a needed passenger service. But the Florida Coalition of Railroad Passengers 
made the unprecedented move of filing a lawsuit against the Florida DOT to force it 
to release funds for the 403(b) Miami-Tampa train, funds which the legislature had 
approved to carry the train thru next June. The DOT wanted to withhold them, 
thus killing the train, because it interpreted state law to mean that 60% cost recovery 
for the train applied only to fares collected. The FCRP argued that the Amtrak fund- 
ed portion should also be counted towards the cost recovery. The group was success- 
ful in getting a Circuit Court judge in Leon County (Tallahassee) to rule in their favor, 
the ruling coming out on Nov 9. The order won’t be imposed on the DOT until Nov 
20, however, to give the DOT time to decide whether or not to appeal the decision. 
If the DOT appeals, it is not clear whether the train would continue running while 
the appeal is being heard by the court. As it stands, funds would run out Nov 20, 
but Amtrak promised to continue running the train thru Nov 25, presumably to 
cover the important Thanksgiving weekend, one of the heaviest train-riding weekends 
of the year. The Florida Coalition needs rail supporters’ donations to help with 
their legal fund. Checks should be sent to: Florida Coalition of RR Passengers, Box 
712, Deltona FL 32725 (mark your check Legal Fund). The FCRP rightly notes that 
if the train is lost now, it will be almost impossible to regain in the future. The train 
has been making great strides in developing a large ridership this year. Ridership in 
FY 1984 was up 26%, and as you will note from the data on page 23, September 
ridership was up a startling 63%. Florida residents should also urge their state legis- 
lators to tell the DOT not to appeal the decision, and to ask their colleagues in the 
house and senate appropriations committees to also urge the Florida DOT not to 
appeal. The DOT will receive the court’s written decision by Nov 14, and will then 
decide whether or not to appeal..... 


kkk 

THE OHIO ASSOCIATION of RR Passengers is alerting rail supporters and their 
friends to write their state legislators now to help determine that the Governor’s bud- 
get for the 1985-1986 biennial period will contain enough local/state money for the 
proposed 3-C Corridor (Cleveland-Columbus-Dayton-Cincinnati). Person letters should 
be sent to: The Hon. Richard F. Celeste, Governor of the State of Ohio, The State 
House, Columbus OH 43215; and to Mr. Warren J. Smith, Director, Ohio Dept of 
Transportation, PO Box 899, Columbus OH 43216-0899. These short personal letters 
need to be sent before Dec 1..... 

AUTO TRAIN PATRONAGE in October was doing very well. The train went to 
daily instead of tri-weekly operation on Oct 15, and Amtrak hoped that the ridership 
would more than double, in accordance with increased frequency of service. Figures 
for October suggest that that will very well happen. After only two weeks of daily 
service, northbound ridership has doubled, while southbound has increased about 74 
percent. At this time of year, the heavy traffic is southbound. For the first two 
weeks of October, under tri-weekly operation, Amtrak carried northbound 233 coach 
passengers, 78 first class, and 174 autos; southbound it had 872 coach, 334 first class, 
and 714 autos. For the remainder of October, under daily operation (excluding Oct 
31, for which data are not available) Amtrak carried northbound 631 coach, 112 first 
class, and 418 autos; while southbound it had 1441 coach, 652 first class, and 1154 
autos. Each northbound train carried in October an average of 39 coach passengers, 
9 first class passengers, and 27 autos, while southbound under tri-weekly there were 
145 coach per train, 56 first class, and 119 autos; southbound under daily, the aver- 
ages were 90 coach passengers, 41 first class, and 72 autos. These figures might at 
first glance be confusing, because they show lower averages for daily southbound, 
while we stated that patronage had risen 74%. The figure that has risen is the total 
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for the period, not the average, since there are more trains running. When the average 
per train reaches the same figure as it was under tri-weekly, then patronage will have 
more than doubled... 

LOUISIANA WORLD'S FAIR ended Nov 11, after having filed in bankruptcy 
just five days previously. The debt was estimated at about $100 million. Of that, 
the state had already loaned the fair $27.5 million to prevent an early closure. Fair 
backers stand to lose about $55 million more of the deficit. The fair’s International 
Pavilion will be purchased by the Rouse Co. and turned into a shopping center. At 
the time the fair closed; slumbercoach service on the CITY OF NEW ORLEANS was 
also dropped, and likewise on the CRESCENT’s Atlanta-New Orleans segment. The 
RIVER CITIES was also having its sleeper dropped, but NARP said that Amtrak had 
agreed to discuss reinstating the car if there were enough cars available 

kek 

MASS HYSTERIA DEPARTMENT: The EMPIRE BUILDER that left Chicago 
on Sep 14 was delayed at St. Cloud because the crew believed that dorm 39900 was 
infested with body lice. They reported constant itching. They also thought that 
sleeper 32038 had become infested. Amtrak officials instructed the train to proceed 
to Staples, because there were no treatment or examination facilities available at St. 
Cloud. At Staples, the entire train crew was asking to be relieved from work, but 
Amtrak officials advised this couldn’t be done, because a substitute crew could not 
be scrounged up. At this point, the crew thought the entire train and its occupants 
were involved in the infestation. Amtrak arranged to have the train inspected at 
Fargo ND by University of N. Dakota Hospital personnel, which might mean remov- 
ing all occupants and fumigating the equipment. Outside the Fargo depot the train 
stopped and medical personnel boarded. You've already guessed the outcome—no 
lice were found, either dead or alive. What seemed to be lice were determined to be 
bits of lint. The train was delayed Lhour, 38mins by the episode. Witnesses char- 
acterized the episode as a “near mutiny” of the crew. The train chief was unable 
to quell the hysteria..... 

A WOMAN TRAVELING from Atlanta to Culpepper VA on the northbound 
CRESCENT on Sep 30 was asked to detrain at Greenville SC because she was found 
to be traveling with a boa constrictor. She wanted a refund on part of her All 
Aboard America ticket, but Amtrak refused, since she had already used a major por- 
tion of the ticket. She probably didn’t have a ticket for the snake, either 

kkk 

OKLAHOMA VS. ZAIRE: Congressman Mickey Edwards of Oklahoma pointed 
out recently that “The money Congress has approved to lend Zaire to continue oper- 
ating its transit system could keep Amtrak running through Oklahoma for the next 
21 years.” Oklahoma Passenger Rail Association’s Roscoe Migliore wrote to President 
Reagan pointing out this fact, and he received a reply from the President’s Director 
of Correspondence, but it completely evaded the issue. Mr. Migliore and other Okla- 
homans are very upset over lack of Amtrak service in their state, now the most pop- 
ulous state without an Amtrak train. Migliore claims that Amtrak’s route study of 
Oklahoma did not take into account “beyond revenue” figures—money taken in from 
connecting passengers. The ICC ruled in a NY Central case in 1956 that “beyond 
revenue” was 50% profit. A major airline recently began a service in spite of a study 
showing that it would run a big deficit, because the connectivity would creat®enough 
revenue to earn the route a profit. May be this would be true in Oklahoma, too. The 
state had a population of 3,025,290 in the 1980 census, and 23% of the population 
are senior citizens, who might be inclined to ride Amtrak..... 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE in Alaska along the planned $700 million bridge over 
the Knik Arm would not be cost-effective, the state DOT said, but the legislature 
must decide on whether to fund it..... 

CONRAIL WON'T BE SOLD to the public—it must be sold intact to a single 
buyer, Transportation Secretary Dole said last month after Congressmen began push- 
ing for the idea of putting the railroad up for public bidding..... 

News in this issue is updated thru November 11, 1984. 


' page 17 


West Coast Report 


KA SOUTHERN Railroad came into existence on Nov 1, a change of 
se ie Northwestern Pacific, and a change of ownership et sP o 
businessman Bryan Whipple of Santa Rosa. Whipple lost no time in meting reigh 
operations going—and a passenger movement as well. On Nov | the rai . ae i ; 
string of empty freight cars from Willits to Eureka to be loaded there. a : nee se 
of the train were four Great Western Tours cars carrying invited guests. : aes 
came thru shortly before the Nov 1 deadline. Whipple obtained the line - — 
for about $5 million. Financing was arranged thru GATX Leasing eae + rt : 
cisco, which paid $3.32 million for railroad assets and leases them back ar oe 
according to a Santa Rosa Press-Democrat account (Oct 28). Whipple told t ut ee 
that he calculates he can maintain the railroad for $8000 per mile per at Ww : : ; 
cost the SP $10,000, and that road could not turn a profit on it. Whipp ee e y 
has the first right of refusal on the rest of the railroad, south to San Rafael, if an 

ts to drop it. 
ETD SOUTHERN PACIFIC is abandoning its 6.05-mile line between Senet tia 
Portland and Lake Oswego OR. Citizens for Better Transit and other concerne Ra 
ties were successful in requiring the ICC to allow 120 days for public bodies i ae 
to obtain the right of way for various public purposes that have been proposec ‘ae 
as a light rail line or a biking path. The Portland Oregonian on Oct 29 eee iz 
that various government groups should get moving with a plan to acquire the ine. 
AMTRAK GLENDALE STATION is now a “jewel of the Amtrak system. - 

This is due to the almost single-handed restoration work of ticket agent Bruce | he 
an. He was featured in an Oct 14 L.A. Times (San Gabriel Valley Edition) ae > 
Having finished the restoration of that station, he has moved on to the Pasadena sta- 
tion, where he is now hard at work , estimating a year’s time to get the station in 
SOE ee RIDE COUPONS on the SAN JOAQUIN between Antioch and San Fran- 
cisco are being mailed by Caltrans to thousands of East Contra Costa County resi- 
dents as part of a promotion for the new Antioch/Pittsburg station. A coupon is 


good for a one-way trip for one person with proof of purchase of another similar one. 


Coupons are valid Oct 29-Nov 29 except for Nov 21 (the day before Thanksgiving). 


STATE TAKES OVER THE ALASKA RAILROAD 


The transfer of the Alaska Railroad from federal to na ownership will occur 
1985, according to an Oct 16 DOT announcement. — 
mr Tee hints Railroad Transfer Act of 1982 (ARTA) ene ye oe ] 
i t was enacte 
ilroad from federal to state ownership. The Ac : 

ae between the two governments. The federal DOT is proud to tsa pees 
that the Act embodies the Reagan Administration’s policy of returning : e respo 
bilities of railroad operations from the federal to the state and local level. ‘t 

In July 1983 DOT Secretary Dole and Alaska eon pa - oe ae 

i laska Railroa ansfer Repo 
Congress and the Alaska Legislature the Alas fae 
i iabiliti that would be transferred to 
the properties, assets and liabilities of the railroad , 
ante. iss other details of the transfer process. The Board of means . pon 
Railway Association then established the purchase price of the railroad ai F 
eae Sep, 1983 when the purchase price was set, Alaska has been tare pre- 
parations to complete the transfer. In Jan 1984 . aera fem Tee a epdied 
i the state o a 
resentatives from the FRA, the Alaska RR an 

to identify and address all issues affecting the rights of suave ene transfer to 
the state-owned railroad, as well as the rights of those who do not. 
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Enabling legislation, granting the governor authority to purchase the railroad for 
the agreed price and legislation establishing the Alaska Railroad Corporation as the 
entity to operate the railroad, was passed by the Alaska Legislature this spring and 
subsequently signed by the governor on May 19 and July 5 respectively. The corp- 
oration has a 7-member board of directors composed of two cabinet members from 
the state transportation and economic development departments, a member from an 
Alaska Railroad labor union, at least one member with railroad management experi- 
ence, and one member with experience as an owner and operator of a business in 
Alaska. 

The last legislative milestone in the transfer process was the certification by FRA 
Administrator John H. Riley, when he presented a certification letter to Gov. Shef- 
field in Anchorage last July 12, that the state had met the initial requirements of 
ARTA, thus beginning the final phase of the transfer process, 

The Alaska Railroad has 520 miles of single, mainline trackg extending from the 
southern ports of Seward and Whittier north thru Anchorage to Fairbanks. Congress 
authorized construction of the railroad in 1914 to connect the southern coast of 
Alaska with the interior coal fields and agricultural lands. Construction took eight 
years, cost $52 million, and demanded some of the most innovative railroad engin- 
eering in history. Obstacles such as mountain ranges, canyons, glaciers, thick forest, 
and sub-zero temperatures faced the railroad planners and builders every mile of the 
way. In 1923, President Warren G. Harding commemorated the initial completion 
of the railroad by driving a golden spike at the north end of the 700-foot single- 
span steel bridge across the Tanana River at Nenana. 

During World War II, the railroad served as an important supply link for the 
armed forces in Alaska. The terminal port of Whittier was built to safeguard the 
flow of military supplies, equipment and personnel from the coast to the remote 
and isolated interior. In 1947, the first passenger streamliner, the AuRoRa, made 
its inaugural run between Anchorage and Fairbanks. 

Passenger trains on the railroad were more popular than ever in 1984, according 
to date just compiled by the Office of the General Manager. An overall increase of 
7.54% over the 1983 season was recorded, sand John P. Killoran, ARR Manager of 
Strategic and Operations Planning (and a reader of RTN). The largest growth was 
in the line’s AuRoRa service between Anchorage and Fairbanks via Denali National 
Park (Mt. McKinley). (AuRoRa Service is the term used in conjunction with all 
passenger service on the ARR between Anchorage and Fairbanks—356 miles one way. 
The summertime daily trains are called DENALI EXPRESS trains. Winter once- 
weekly round trips are called Local trains—and, informally by the public, the 
“Moose Goosers”, because of frequent collisions with numerous moose which com- 
pete with the trains for use of the plowed right of way thru the winter snows. 
Summer trains operate 5 days/week, making one stop enroute—at Denali National 
Park, On the remaining two days, local stops are made anywhere a Passenger wishes 
to board or leave. Winter trains make local stops each trip.) Ridership in 1984 
grew by 16.8%, to 72,143 persons. Over 96% of these passengers rode during the 
traditional tourist season lasting five months from May to September. 

Special and charter trains accommodated 35,789 passengers in the past season, 
up 12.8% from 1983. A principal element of this traffic is aboard special “cruise 

ship” connecting trains operating between the ARR’s Port of Whittier and Anchorage 
~about 60 miles. 

In 1985 a third luxury cruise ship will be added to the Whittier port of call, 
Killoran said. The “Rapsody”, operated by Pacque Lines, will join the “Cunard 
Princess” and “Universe” on the Vancouver-Whittier run via southeast Alaska. “We 
are commited to operate 24 round trip charters between May 25 and Sep 14 for 
these ships,” he said, “carrying from 500 to 900 passengers in each direction.” Cruise 
ships usually bring in one group of passengers and depart with a new group, using a 
“Fly and Cruise” format between Vancouver, B.C. and Alaska. A fourth ship, the 
“Sagafjord”, operated by Cunard Lines, will dock eight times at the Port of Anch«r- 
age in 1985. About 40% of those passengers will use the ARR’s AuRoRa trains to 
the north, Killoran estimated. page 19 


Other special and charter train service is up for the fifth consecutive year. The 
ARR’s popular winter ski trains, operating between Anchorage and Grandview, high 
in the Kenai Mountains, will be increased by 25% in February and March, 1985. The 
trains carry 700 skiers each. 

The unique “Whittier Shuttle”, linking the Anchorage-Seward highway with Whit- 
tier, set a new record for passengers and motor vehicles handled. A total of 119,356 
persons were carried, most during the five summer months. The service operates 
daily during summer, and tri-weekly during the rest of the year. In addition to 
standard coaches, the trains pull 14 specially-equipped flatcars to carry automobiles, 
trucks and buses with their occupants riding in the vehicle. Whittier, a major port, 
fishing and recreation center in south-central Alaska, has no land access except by 
the ARR. The 12.4-mile long shuttle route includes a tunnel nearly a mile long, and 
one almost three miles in length thru the rugged Chugach Mountains. 


ALASKA 


-_ 


The illustration above shows a portion of the scene pictured on the Alaska Railroad's 1984 
poster. It depicts an E-8 locomotive and ex-UP dome coaches crossing Knik Arm of Cook 
Inlet, about 30 miles north of Anchorage, with the Talkeetna Mountains in the background. 
This scene was also used on the railroad’s 1983 corporate Christmas card, with the scenery 
changed to a snow scene. The poster, measuring about 15x32 inches, is available by writing 
The Alaska Railroad, Attn: Gift Shop, Pouch 7-2111, Anchorage AK 99510-7069. Price is 
$18 each plus $3.80 postage for the first poster, and $1.80 additional postage for each addi- 
tional poster. 


Shuttle patronage grew less than any other class of ARR service in 1984, by 
1.4%. This was due, Killoran said, to periods of wet weather on peak summer week- 
ends, saturation of available equipment on the heaviest-demand days, and because 
1983 was a record-setting year in all aspects. The shuttle service, which is partly sub- 
sidized by an operating grant from the state of Alaska, is to receive between $600,000 
and $925,000 in equipment funds provided by the state legislature. The funds will be 
used to improve capacity and comfort and to modernize part of the equipment fleet. 
World War II troop coaches were used on the route as recently as Oct 1983. 

Projections for 1985 passenger traffic include a minimum 10% increase in AuRoRa 
summer business, and 15% in charter and special train patronage. Shuttle business 
should increase by about 5%, Killoran estimated. 

The ARR’s new board of directors, who will manage theline after it becomes a 
public corporation on Jan 5, will determine the future commitment level of the rail- 
road to passenger service. As most of the service operates at a financial loss, the fut- 
ure trend in passenger service will be determined by the state of Alaska as the rail- 
road’s new owner in 1985. Alaska tourism is the second-largest employer and income 
producer in the state. Tourism grew by 18% statewide in 1984. 

The ARR purchased six dome coaches from Amtrak in early 1984, cars from the 
D&RGW’s RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR. It’s fleet of 13 dome coaches is now the largest 
in the nation. ARR’s 1985 daily train service between Anchorage and Fairbanks will 
begin May 11 and end on Sep 22. Tour. Alaska, Inc. has also announced daily “Mid- 
night Sun Express” premium service SuperDome operations on the AuRoRa trains 
in 1985. The firm purchased five former Amtrak and VIA 60-dome seat cars (origin- 
ally Milwaukee Road cars) in early 1984 and spent an estimated $250,000 per unit 
rebuilding them. The cars operated on only about 35% of the ARR trains in 1984, 
considered a “shake-down” season. Tour Alaska president Thomas G. Rader said 
that his cars will operate on 100% of the ARR trains next summer. ; 
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aa IE 
CARS & CONSISTS 


*SOUTHWEST CHIEF, train 3, Chicago-L.A. Oct 28: engines 250, 243; cars 
1241 (off train 41), 1138, 1152, 39900, 39964, 34069, 39974, 38019. 32004. 
Same, train 4: engines 253, 282; cars 1247 (to train 40 at Chicago), 1141, 1213, 
39917, 39959, 34073, 33005, 38001, 32063, 35009, 35003. 

*EMPIRE BUILDER, train 8, Seattle Nov 2: engines 317, 318; cars 1132, 
39913, 34060, 38013, 32062. 

*PIONEER, train 25, Tacoma WA Oct 29: engine 372; cars 3 
34002, 32027. ‘ vaaiieenks 

*SILVER METEOR, train 88, Jacksonville Oct 19: engines 377, 272; cars 1355, 
1623, 25029, 25009, 25003, 28011, 8517, 2457 “Pine Pass”, 2095, 2455 “Elm 
Grove”, 3126, 25004, 25078, 25000. Same, train 87, Oct 22: engines 376, 382; 
cars 1364, 1454, 25011, 25017, 28012, 8507, 2475 “Miami’’, 2093 “Loch Katrine” 
2437 “Pacific Ocean”, 3117, 25042, 25022. 

*CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, train 58, Tangipohda LA, Oct 29: engines 303, 
252; cars 1185, 1159, 4739, dome 9111, 28018, 4640, 4634, 8504, 2052, 2997 
2855, dome 9408, oe Ma 

*Fall Foliage Spectacular, Roanoke VA-Glasgow VA (date not given; Oct 21 or 
22?): engines NW 1377 & 1365 (GP-40s); cars NW 1069 “Missionary Ridge”, SR 
1068, OD-NRHS (ex-SR) 1006, R-NRHS (ex-NW) 537, OD-NRHS (ex-RF&P) 704, 
R-NRHS (ex-SR) 727 “Ft. Mitchell”, NW 536, NW 531, NW 539, NW 540, NW 501 
R-NRHS (ex-IC) 3305 “Mardi Gras.” 

*CAPITOL LIMITED, train 441, McKeesport PA, Oct 28: engine 375; cars 1131 
1214, 25073, dome 9401, 2440 “Pacific Beach”, 28021, 2891 “Pacific Cape”, Sea- i 
board business car “The Old Dominion”. Same, Oct 29: engine 273; cars 1126, 1188, 
1350, 25026 (first westbd thru coach Tampa-Chicago via trains 82 & 441; car line 
no. pio Feet 9405, 2941 “Pacific Waters’, 28023. 

STARLIGHT, train 11, San Jose Nov 2: engines 248, 238; cars 1227 
1219, 39932, 32048, 32018, 38034, 33014, 31027, 34072, 34031, full-length dome 
lounge Tour Alaska Inc. 7092. 

*The following dome cars are currently in storage at Seattle: 9458, 9470, 9561, 

9476, 9452, 9545, 9310. 


SAE OR ALTER, 
RAIL FANTRIPS 


Nov 23, 24, 25: (also Dec 1&2 if in demand) Santa Claus Specials on Wilmington & Western 
RR; tv Greenbank station (DE) 1pm (nr Prices Corner), thru Red Clay Valley to Ashland DE, 
& return. Santa aboard train. Historic Red Clay Valley, Box 1374 Wilmington DE 19899. 
Dec 1-2: Kansas City weekend, on MISSOURI MULE St Louis-KC RT. Hyatt Regency Hotel 
overnite, Xmas displays, Sunday breakfast at Crown Center, & luncheon. Dinner on train 
returning. Amer. Ass'n of Railroaders, 3422 Osage, St. Louis MO 63118. 752-3148 after 4pm. 
Dec 1-2: Chicago-St. Joseph MI RT on PERE MARQUETTE. Overnite at Holiday Inn; indoor 
pool, restaurants. Sunday morning train back to Chicago. $60 douple occup, single $75, incl 
room. Mail reservs only. 20th Century RR Club, 509 W Roosevelt Rd, Chicago IL 60607. 
Dec 15: Holiday Excursion to Missouri Governor’s Mansion. Bus St Louis-Jefferson, Amtrak 
back, (Alternate tour: Train to Jefferson, bus back.) $30, under 12 $23. American Assoc. 
of Railroaders, 3422 OSAGE St, St. Louis MO 63118. 


Dec 16: Santa Claus train & bus excursions. 4 tours: 2 St Louis-Alton, 2 St Louis-Kirkwood, 
Bus one way, train the other. Visit with Santa Claus enroute. American Association of 
Railroaders, Inc., 3422 Osage St, St. Louis MO 63118. Phone 752-3148. 


Dec 31-Jan 1: Special Amtrak train circles St Louis & at midnight stops on MacArthur 

Bridge over Mississippi for champagne whistle salute to 1985. Lv St Louis station 10pm, 
returns 12:30am. $29. Amer. Ass’n of Railroaders, 3422 Osage St, St Louis MO 63118. 
Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips fisting i 

s : ig is free. Send full 
info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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[cs as 
EXPRESS ADS 


PAMTRAK—VIA RAIL CANADA-EURAILPASS— OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 
639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105, (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, K . Wi items, 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK-—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels. All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan, Giselle’s 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento CA 95822; phone: (916) 421-6616. 


When will NARP respond to the legal issues concerning Amtrak that have appeared 
in this space since issue No. 277 (Oct. ‘83)? Paid for by A. Ehm, San Antonio, Tex. 


IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT for those who love California railroads and landscapes: 
Vol. 2 of Matthews's NORTHERN CAL. RRs, 1945-1960. 48 brilliant color, 

219 b&w photos of streamliners, SP around the Bay, north-south main lines, 
Santa Cruz area, NWP, CWR, YW, McCR, ORR, Sierra/WSL/Pickering, others, 

in scenes both standard and imaginative. $40 till publication date Nov. 22, then 
$45. From Sundance Publications, 250 Broadway, Denver CO 80203. 

Volume 1, similar 8x11 hardbound format, with electrics, older psgr, 
Donner/Feather River, desert, available at $45. 


WHAT IS the reason that NARP officialdom has hitherto failed to inform all NARP members 
g that the slick, multi-color “Annual Report” issued by Amtrak usually in late fall is a re- 

port published for public consumption only and that Amtrak’s “‘real’”’ or true annual report 
is the ‘‘Legislative Report’ submitted by Amtrak to the President and the two houses of Con- 
gress on February 15 of each year pursuant to 45 U.S.C. 548(b). Paid for by Alfred E. Ehm. 


Duplicate Kodak slides—Cable Car Reconst. Proj. Sample $1.25-WANT BART HO 
Trains 22 Radius + Extra B Cars, C Car Models & Interurbans Specials no. 31, 32, 
58, 59, 60. Reply Gerhardt, 808 Post St no. 413, San Francisco CA 94109. 


Several state publications reported and the board minutes confirm that the NARP board held 
a “closed door” session on April 27, 1984. All my attempts to discover what business the 
NARP directors disposed of in the course of the three-hour secret session were either re- 
jected outright or remained unanswered. Since the board’s business is in fact the members’ 
business and the rules of order do not provide for any secret proceedings, it is clear 

that the board’s furtive session was illegal. 1, therefore, call on the NARP secretary to 
publicly state the board's legal authority for closing the session to all members and to 
divulge the nature of the board's secret deliberations. Placed and paid for by Alfred Ehm. 


New catalog of books and railroadiana items, send request to Colorado Railroad Museum, 
P.O. Box 10, Golden, CO 80402. Or drop in and see what we have, open every day 
except several holidays the year around at 17155 W. 44th Ave., Golden, just three miles 
west of Interstate 70, or 12 miles from downtown Denver. ’ 


NOTICE !S hereby given that on May 29th the Fifth Circuit affirmed the summary judg- 
ment awarded Ehm on May 2, 1983, by the U.S. District Court in San Antonio. The court 
of appeals declared Amtrak’s appeal to be frivilous and assessed litigation costs against the 
United States. The suit, brought in April 1981 and supplemented once, sought to compel 
the Amtrak board to comply with the FOIA’s (a)(1) and (2) disclosure mandates and to 
respond to a number of FOIA requests that it had arbitrarily refused to answer, and was 
vigorously contested by the Amtrak board. NARP not only refused any and all assistance, 
but even assured the Amtrak president personally that it would not support the suit, and, 
moreover, prevented the NARP members from finding out about the legal action by religi- 
ously keeping all information about it out of the NARP NEWS. Paid for by Alfred E. Ehm. 


TROLLEY TRAILS BOOKS. ORDER NOW; BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE. At Feb. 1, 
1985, price of each of our books goes up $1. For orders postmarked Jan. 15, 1985, 
present prices still accepted: Volume 1 through 8—$4 each; Volume 9—Maps of most 
western trolley systems plus text on San Diego, Colorado, Minnesota—$8; 

Volume 10—Council Bluffs, Ride on Yakima Interurban Trolley, 

Portland Banfield Project, The Future, more maps, other features—$6. 

ilson Bros., Box 712-rtn, Yakima WA 98902. 
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AMTRAK RIDERSHIP FIGURES 


SEPTEMBER 1984 DATA 
(First column is number of riders; second is % change from 1983) 


NORTHEAST CORRIDOR 


METROLINERS 98,068 3.8 
NE CORRIDOR CONVENTIONAL 502, 500 10.4 
NEW HAVEN-SPRINGFIELD 17,539 -#.7 
NEW YORK-PHILADELPHIA 181,226 pa clens 
PHILADELPHIA-HARRISBURG 56,095 -3.5 

TOTAL NE CORRIDOR 855, 428 4.7 


SHORT DISTANCE 


NEW YORK-ALBANY-NIAGARA FALLS 62, 232 an 
CHICAGO-ST. LOUIS 20, 320 5.7 
CHICAGO-MILWAUKEE We SCC eno 
CHICAGO-DETROIT-TOLEDO Enjoi =elhce: Here are the Septem- 
eee i ees 0,2 ff ber ridership data from 
=9 , 02 —1.1 trak. 
LOS ANGELES-SAN DIEGO 93, 952 1.6 fe ee in 
SEATTLE-PORTLAND 7,739 2.6 § RTN 300. — 
WASHING TON-MART INSBURG 12,044) 9.2 Geaiembenn 
OAKLAND-BAKERSFIELD yee stays | Maza ptember is the 
NEW YORK-MONT REAL 5)295 -18.9 fj month that historically 
CHICAGO-PT. HURON- (TORONTO) 8,578 5.7 § sees a big dropoff in 
MINNEAPOL IS—DULUTH 6,297 -11.4 § tail patronage after the 
CHICAGO-VALPARAISO 15,605 -11.6 § end of the summer sea- 
CHICAGO-INDIANAPOLIS 4,795 5.2 {son on Labor Day. The 
PITTSBURGH-PHILADEL PHIA-NYC 8,476 49.3 @§ data here don’t tell us 
LOS ANGELES-SACRAMENTO --  -100.0 ff anything about the 
MIAMI-TAMPA 4,537 63-0 9 amount of dropoff 
MOBILE-NEW ORLEANS 5, 823 OM ora ‘Anioune p 
CHICAGO-GRAND RAPIDS 5, 169 Gene Om THU one sunt 
TOTAL SHORT DISTANCE 326,919 1.9 9p compare the figures in 


RTN 300 to see that— 
but they tell us how 
Amtrak is doing rela- 

WASHINGTON—MONT REAL 6,990 -z1.4 § tive to last year at this 

NEW YORK-FLORIDA 37,943 -12.1 § time. 


LONG DISTANCE 


eee YORK/WASHINGTON 0,031 6.3 Overall patronage 
ICAGO-CIN-WAS-NEW YORK 5, 502 1.0 

CHICAGO-SEATTLE/ PORTLAND 28,799 -i2.3 ts re ok Aocae 3%) 
CHICAGO-OAKLAND/L.A./SEATTLE 50,681 —12.1 § \ith NE Corrid cue 
CHICAGO-LOS ANGELES 17,748 -7.5 Plaza, sh ore ae 
CHICAGO-NEW ORLEANS 15,934 15.7 (42% short distance up 
CHICAGO-TEXAS 5.513 -22.3 ff 1-9% and long distance 
NEW ORLEANS-LOS ANGELES 5,702 —4.1 | down 5.4%. At this 
LOS ANGELES-SEATTLE 43,129 12.9 [ff season of the year, 
CHICAGO-NEW YORK/BOSTON 22,886 -18.2 [fj there are more rail ex- 
BOSTON-NEWPORT NEWS 5,381 ~9.8 [i cursions, and thus the 
NEW YORK-SAVANNAH 8,902 -20.9 [i category of Special 

NEW YORK-NEW ORLEANS 21,35¢ 7.0 Trains showed a 159.9% 


KANSAS CITY-CENTRALIA-NEW ORL 7,960 16.0 fj : 
mcre: . 
AUTO TRAIN (LORTON-SANFORD) 3,641 0.0 gaye verona al 
TOTAL LONG DISTANCE 307,994 -5.4 one Wie prelawa 
9.9 reflects the discontinuance 
2 


SPECIAL TRAINS 4,15 a 
iB of the SPIRIT OF CALI- 


>.9 | FORNIA in Oct 1983.) 


SYSTEM TOTAL 1,496,500 


